The Klenia Kouroi: Ancient Greek Statues Rescued from Tomb Raiders
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Klenia Kouroi, 530-520 BC, Parian Marble, Height: 1.78 m and 1.82 m, Archaeological Museum of Ancient Corinth, Greece – Photo Credit: Amalia Spiliakou, June 2026

Here is a Student Activity based on the Klenia Kouroi post:
Materials Needed
1. Copies of "The Klenia Kouroi: Ancient Greek Statues Rescued from Tomb Raiders" (blog post)
1. This debate guide
1. Optional: internet access for additional research on museum acquisition policies
Setup: Dividing the Class
1. Split students into small groups (3–5 students each).
1. Assign each group one of the three debate prompts below, or let groups choose.
1. Within each prompt, split groups further into two opposing sides ("For" and "Against").
1. Give groups 10–15 minutes to research and prepare arguments using the blog post and any extra research permitted.
1. Each side presents a 2–3 minute opening argument, followed by a short rebuttal round and open class discussion.
Debate Prompts
Prompt 1: Repatriation
"Should looted artifacts always be returned to their country of origin?"
1. For: Consider cultural heritage, national identity, and the harm caused by removing artifacts from their historical context.
1. Against: Consider preservation conditions, global access to history, and cases where ownership history is unclear or contested.
Prompt 2: Museum Responsibility
"What responsibility do museums have in verifying an object's history before acquiring or displaying it?"
1. For: Consider the argument that museums should refuse any object without a fully documented, legal provenance.
1. Against: Consider the practical challenges of verifying ownership for ancient objects, and the risk that overly strict rules could keep important artifacts from public view.
Prompt 3: The Klenia Kouroi Case
"Was justice served in the Klenia Kouroi case?"
1. For: Consider that the statues were recovered, restored, and are now publicly displayed near their original site.
1. Against: Consider that the statues were still damaged by the illegal excavation, and that the original looters' full fate and motivations remain part of the story worth examining.
Reflection Questions (Post-Debate)
1. Did your opinion change after hearing the opposing side? Why or why not?
1. What makes the Klenia Kouroi case different from other antiquities disputes you may have heard of?
1. If you worked at a museum, what policy would you create for acquiring ancient artifacts?
1. Why do you think protecting archaeological sites from looting matters, even thousands of years after an object was made?
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