Hellenistic Cupids
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Cupid figurines, Hellenistic period: 3rd-2nd century BC, Clay, Height: 23 cm, Heraklion Archaeological Museum, Crete, Greece
https://heraklionmuseum.gr/en/collections/#collections 

🪽 Student Activities: Hellenistic Cupid 🪽

1. Look Again: What Do You See?
Look carefully at the four Hellenistic Eros figurines. Choose one and write five observations about its pose, body, wings, facial expression, clothing or gesture. Then answer: What mood does the figure seem to express? Explain which visual details led you to your answer.

2. From Playfulness to Eternal Sleep
Imagine that you have never read the story of these figurines. What might you think they represent? Write a short interpretation based only on their appearance. Then consider their discovery in a Hellenistic tomb. How does this new information change your understanding of the figures?
Challenge: Explain how the same image can communicate both life and death.

3. Colour the Ancient World 
The figurines preserve traces of red and white paint. Research the use of colour in ancient Greek sculpture and terracotta. Then create a small colour study for one of the Cupids, showing how you imagine it may originally have looked. Write two or three sentences explaining your colour choices.
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