


The Très Riches Heures du Duc de Berry
Bibliothèque du Château de Chantilly

The only facsimile edition authorised by the "Bibliothèque 
du Château de Chantilly, Fondation pour la Sauvegarde et 

le Dévelopement du Domaine de Chantilly", exclusive owner
of the Ms. 65 codex’s publication rights.

Red morocco binding featuring Spinola and Serra families’ coats of 
arms, 18th century

The most precious manuscript in Chantilly is a book of prayers(on 
Vellum, 30x21 cm) commissioned c. 1411 by Jean I, Duke of Berry, 

from the Limbourg brothers, who died in 1416.
Throughout the 15th century, other illuminators worked in turn on 
this manuscript, such as Barthélémy d’Eyck for the royal family in 

circa 1440, or Jean Colombe in circa 1485 for Charles I, Duke of 
Savoy, who inherited the manuscript.

This treasure of international Gothic art features a mix of Flemish, 
French, Italian, Oriental and ancient influences.

From the time it was acquired by the Duke of Aumale in 1856, the 
book acquired a celebrity that is now worldwide, making it an icon 

of the Middle Ages.



Limbourg Brothers, Herman, 
Paul, and Johan, 

c. 1385 – 1416
Très Riches Heures du Duc de 
Berry (MS. 65), Labors of the 

months, c. 1412-1416 , Painting 
on Vellum, 

30x21 cm, Museum Conde, 
Chantilly
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January: New 
Year's Day  Feast 

including the 
Portrait of  Jean 
de Berry, MS. 65 

f. 1v and 1r, 
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February: A cold 
day in a 

countryside farm, 
MS. 65,

f. 2v and 2r, 
The Signs of 

Aquarius and 
Pisces
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February: A 
cold day in a 
countryside 
farm, MS. 65 

f. 2v, 
The Signs of 

Aquarius and 
Pisces













March: Plowing 
the fields in front 

of  Château de 
Lusignan, 

MS. 65,
f. 3v and 3r, 

The Signs of Pisces 
and Aries
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March: Plowing the fields 
in front of 

Château de Lusignan, 
MS. 65 f. 3v, 

The Signs of Pisces and 
Aries













April : A 
Romantic 

Engagement in 
front of Chateaux 

de Dourdan
“Time has shed 

its cloak  of wind, 
rain and cold, to 

assume the 
embroidery of the 

sun, shining 
bright and 

beautiful,” MS. 65 
f. 4v and 4r, 

The Signs of Aries 
and Taurus
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April : A Romantic Engagement in front of Chateaux de Dourdan
“Time has shed its cloak  of wind, rain and cold, to assume the 

embroidery of the sun, shining bright and beautiful,” MS. 65 f. 4v, 
The Signs of Aries and Taurus











May:  "It's May, 
it's May,  the 

beautiful 
month of May!”  

As the song of old 
went, 

so the figures of 
this merry 

pageant seem to 
be saying to one 
another. Behind 

the trees, the 
roofs of Paris. MS. 

65 , 
f. 5v and 5r, 

The Signs of 
Taurus and 

Gemini
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May:  "It's 
May, it's May,  
the beautiful 

month of 
May!”  As the 

song of old 
went, 

so the figures 
of this merry 
pageant seem 
to be saying 

to one 
another, MS. 

65 f. 5v, 
The Signs of 
Taurus and 
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June: This is the 
time for 

haymaking… 
outside of 

Paris!  MS. 65,
f. 6v and 6r, 
The Signs of 
Gemini and 

Cancer
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June: It is harvest time! MS. 65 f. 6v, 
The Signs of Gemini and Cancer













July: A day of 
harvesting and 
sheep shearing,

in the vicinity 
of the Château 

du Clain in 
Poitiers, MS. 65 

f. 7v and 7r, 
The Signs of 

Cancer and Leo
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July: A day of 
harvesting and 
sheep shearing,
in the vicinity of 
the Château du 
Clain in Poitiers, 

MS. 65 f. 7v, 
The Signs of 

Cancer and Leo









August: A Day 
of Falconry! In 
the area of the 
Chateaux d’ 

Etamps, MS. 65 
f. 8v and 8r, 

The Signs of Leo 
and Virgo
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65 f. 8v, 

The Signs of Leo and Virgo













September: 
Grape harvest 

at the foot 
of the Château 

de Saumur, MS. 
65 f. 9v and 9r, 

The Signs of 
Virgo and Libra
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September: Grape 
harvest at the foot 
of the Château de 

Saumur, MS. 65 f. 9v, 
The Signs of Virgo and 

Libra 











October: A Day 
of tilling and 

sowing,
along the left 
bank of the 

Seine, 
facing the 

Louvre, MS. 65 
f. 10v and 10r, 
The Signs of 
Libra and 

Scorpio
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October: A Day of tilling and sowing,
along the left bank of the Seine, 
facing the Louvre, MS. 65 f. 10v, 
The Signs of Libra and Scorpio 













November: 
Acorn Harvest, 

MS. 65,
f. 11v and 11r, 
The Signs of 
Scorpio and 
Sagittarius
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November: Acorn Harvest, MS. 65 f. 11v, 
The Signs of Scorpio and Sagittarius









December: A 
wild boar hunt 

in the forest
of Vincennes, 

MS. 65,
f. 12v and 12r, 
The Signs of 

Sagittarius and 
Capricorn
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December: A wild 
boar hunt in the 

forest
of Vincennes, 
MS. 65 f. 12v, 
The Signs of 

Sagittarius and 
Capricorn 









Anatomical Man or Astrological Man, MS. 65 f. 14v 





Adam and Eve expelled from Paradise, MS. 65 f. 25v 





The Nativity of Jesus, MS. 65 f. 44v 





The Adoration of the Magi, MS. 65 f. 51r 





Presentation to the Temple, MS. 65 f. 54v





Map of Rome, MS. 65 f. 141v 



Limbourg Brothers, Herman, Jean, Paul, c. 1399–1416
The Belles Heures of Jean de Berry, Hours of the Virgin The 

Annunciation, Folio 30r, around 1409, Ink, tempera, and gold 
leaf on vellum, 23.8 x 16.8 cm, the MET, NY, USA

http://blog.metmuseum.org/artofillumination/manuscript-pages/
https://twitter.com/metmuseum/status/1297601504828968961/photo/1

http://blog.metmuseum.org/artofillumination/manuscript-pages/
https://twitter.com/metmuseum/status/1297601504828968961/photo/1


The Belles Heures of Jean de Berry, Hours of the Virgin, Nativity, Annunciation to the Shepherds, 
The Adoration of the Magi, Folios 48v-52r-54v, around 1409, Ink, tempera, and gold leaf on 

vellum, 23.8 x 16.8 cm, the MET, NY, USA
http://blog.metmuseum.org/artofillumination/manuscript-pages/
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