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T he Egm:)tian Cu]t TcmP]c

¢ T}ne num})f:rs }jelow

e 2.Court

correspond to the circled
numbers above. The names
for the Parts of the tem!:)le
are in red after each number.

i. Pylon

3. "lgpostgle hal
4. Sanctuarg

5. f_nclosure wal
6. (olossal statues of
the Fharaol‘l

7. Obelisks
8. Avenue of sphinxes
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https://archihunger.wordpress.com/tag/egyptian-temples/

Cult TcmPlc Fglon

O e
a1

‘; : & The largc gatc of the temple consisted of

two tapcring towers, each surmounted bg a
'.‘ \ cornicc,joincd 133 a less elevated section
{ | 3 3 which encloscd the entrance between them.

»
o \
s - ! &

T he entrance was gcncra"g half the hcight
of the two towers.

The Fglon was associated with the two hills
L v of the horizon between which the sun rose

cve I‘y d ag.

. Thc walls of the Fglons were decorated
27 with Paintcd, low relief scenes of a victorious

Fl‘\araol'\, and 5uPPor‘tivc gods.

@ ,  (Obelisks, statues, banners and 5P|1inxcs
id decorated the area in front of the Fglon,



The Temple Fglon is followed bg the OPC” (:ourtJ a transitional area lging between

the Public space outside the temple and the more restricted areas within.

This may be as far as non~Priests were allowed to enter when certain festivals and ritual

activities took Place.

The walls of the Open Court were decorated with scenes depicting the Pharaoh and

the Goés of E_gﬂpt.

lt is not uncommon for a Cu]t Temple to have more than one Fglon and Open Court
lcading to the HgPostglc hall clecpcr in.



Cult Tcm!:)lc HyPostglc Ha"

ngostgle is a (qreek term dcnoting a building

’naving rows of columns suPPor‘ting its roof.

H 3Post3|e Ha“s boasted at |east four stone
columns, the biggeroncs, even a dozen or more!

Fopular TemPles boasted more than one Ha".

Only to the Priests and the Pharachs were
allowed to enter the Hlypostglc Ha", which was

used for re igious Ftuals.

Tcmplc columns mimicked the appearance of
papyrus reed stalks, their capitals rcscmbling
either closed floral buds or massive EclLshaPcci

papyrus flowers in bloom.

Co|umns along the central axis were built taller
than the rest to su porta lwighcr roof in the
central nave. T hus, allowed their builders to insert
windows in an attic space called a clcrcstorg.




Cult Tcmplc Sanctuarg

The sanctuary was the most special and
imPortant part of the templc. lt was a
very dark and mysterious lace. Onlg the
high Priests and the P[E)araoh were
a"owed to enter the sanctUarg.

ln the middle of the sanctuary stood the
shrine where the statue of the goc] or

goc]dess was kept.
T’ne ancient f__g,gptians believed that

sometimes Juring rituals the god or
goddess wouH enter the statue.

Thc walls of the sanctuary were
decorated with scenes of the worshipec]

gOCIS and gOClC{CSSCS.




T he }iggptian Cult Tcmple Complcx
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E_gyptian Temples, Protectecl bg an enclosure wall, c]evclol:)ec] as a rcligious
complex. I nclosures comgarisccl of satellite chapels dedicated to deities associated

with the tcmple god, a Sacred Lakc, or two, to serve as reservoirs for the water
used in rituals, and buildings needed for the support of the Templc’s needs.

| - "" =
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QOutside the Wall, a Processional ath, frcquentgﬂ decorated with sphinx statues,
usuaU9 endedin a quay on the Nile, which served as the entrance Point for river-

borne visitors and the exit Point Forfestival Proccssions when traveled Ey water.
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https://gr.pinterest.com/pin/92394229828450962/

(onstruction bcgan duﬁng the reign of Senusret | in the Midc“c Kingdom {c.
2000~1700 BC) and continued into the Ftolcmaic Kingclom (»05-30 (),

although most of the extant builclings date from the New Kingclom. T he most
iniFortant Placc of wors['l? for Amun, his consort Mut and their son K honsu.

cmPlc of Amun-Ra, K arnak, 15t Fylon b}) Nectanebo |, c. 380-362 BC.



https://www.roadunraveled.com/blog/luxor-karnak-egypt/
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http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/karnak2.htm
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Thet StQ y— Fthe Amun temple, with thd massive papijiie
onlg one of the ten to survive - of the Nu bian Pharaol'x Ta arqa (Zj‘f‘1 D O

to 664). Pehind are colossi of Ramses || (1 9th Dgnastg, 150%-1 213) f%

tcmple’-s second Pylon, which dates to th'c‘ time of Seti] (1 9th D_gr}asty, 13235

- 1279). et o
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https://sailingstonetravel.com/a-guide-to-karnak-temple/

On the far right of the 12t OPCﬂ (Courtis the entrance to an Amun | em le built by
Ramesses ||| (i gth D nasty, 1217-11 55). T his tem le within a tcmplc f;aturcs
monumental statues of the king as Osiris in its Opcn Eourt. The Sanctuarg of the
Tcmplc contains shrines for Amun, Mut and K honsu.
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https://pl.pinterest.com/pin/498281146246025382/

K arnak’s H 3P05t9|c Ha" is one of [©_ 3Pt’5 great mastcrpicccs. It bcgun by
Ramesses | (19th Dgnastg, 1292-1290), and continued 133 his son, Seti | (1 9th
Dgnastg, 1306-1290 BC} This Ha" was comP|ctcc] by Ramcsscs ” (i 9'&'
Dgnastg, 1503~121 B)Q Tf'\c Ha" stretches out to 105X 5% m. and contains | 34
massive columns. Thc columns along the central axis, taller than the rest, suPPort
a highcr roof so as to insert windows. The columns rcPrcscnt apyrus thickets
which sprang from the Primcval swamp {i.e. Phgsical creation). | he inner walls are

cntirclg decorated with intricate re icf carvings which clcPict rogal ceremonies.
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https://www.memphis.edu/hypostyle/reliefs_inscriptions/index.php



https://www.nilemagazine.com.au/2016-january/2016/1/9/meet-karnak-temples-great-hypostyle-hall
https://blog.stephens.edu/arh101glossary/?glossary=hypostyle



https://www.worldhistory.org/image/12797/great-hypostyle-hall-columns-karnak/

Karnaic Cult Tcmcrle of Amun Sanctuarg

T he first central sanctuary was built uring the Miclc“e Kingdom. [t was rcplaced
with one built by T hutmosis |]] (1 8th Dgnastg, 1481-1425). And then, Eg Fhi"ip
Arrhidhaeus (c. 359-317 B(), who built the shrine we see now. Mang of
T hutmosis’s blocks were reused, with the original inscriptions have been left

untouched.
-of-apun-karnak / httf/ /vici.org/vici/25420/
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https://rifkind.wordpress.com/book-research/temple-of-amun-karnak/
https://vici.org/vici/23420/

K arnak Tcmp|c Sacred | akeis the largcst of its kind and was clug by T uthmosis J}} (1 gth
Dgnaty, 147%-1458 B). |t measures 120m by 77m and is lined with stone wall and has
stairways c}escenc]ing into the water. | he lake was used bg the priests for ritual washing and
ritual navigation. [Home to the sacred geese of Amun {sgmbofo{: Amun), a 53mbo| of the

Primcval waters from which life arose in the ancient E_ggptian’s idea of creation, the Lake was

surrounded 133 storerooms and living quartcrs forthe Priests.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/87189201@N05/8009293825/

==l ¥ % The Red Chapel of
; : ;5 9 Hatsl'\cpsut (18th C«jnastg,
P | «1&1; o / r. 1479 to 1458 B() was
- B\, £ 2 . N origina"g a ‘Barquc
£ ﬂ""%t ===ty _ "'"'_'i *;fi’”? - 5hrinc" lt was demolished
y‘;ﬁ _; N AN \'9 i AN in antiquity and its parts

W \‘f 2NN N ANANA reused in othchrojccts.
f However, {:ouowing its
"f S

\

R : rediscovery in modern time,
e Bl - Vot

Mﬂwﬂ JJ P ] the Chapel was

reconstructed in 1997 using
its original materials.
The chaPcl’s original
location may have been in
the ccntra?court o{: the

tcmPlc of Amun at Karnai(,
ncarThcbcs.

https;//discoveringegypt.com/rebuilding-
anéicnt—cgg Ptian—tcmpTés—-i n-3d/. egy Ptian—-
barquc—station—waq-—station—ldosk/ and
https://www.sl'larm-
club.com/ cs{y‘,pt/ tcmPlcs/ rcd—cl—lapc]-mc-

hatshcgsut



https://discoveringegypt.com/rebuilding-ancient-egyptian-temples-in-3d/egyptian-barque-station-way-station-kiosk/
https://www.sharm-club.com/egypt/temples/red-chapel-of-hatshepsut
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https://www.journeytoegypt.com/en/discover-egypt/luxor-temple



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Simbel#/media/File:Ramsis,_Aswan_Governorate,_Egypt_-_panoramio.jpg

The Temple at
Abu Simbel

Famed for the four enormous statues of
Ramesses Il that feature on its facade, the
temple was built during the 13th century ec
to commemorate the Egyplian victory at
the Battle of Kadesh and in honour of

the Pharaoh himself. Carved out of the
rock, it was located next to the Nile, in
Nubia, in southern Egypt
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https://pixels.com/featured/the-temple-at-abu-simbel-album.html



https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/abu-simbel-relocation-1964-1968/
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/amthomson/38086446594



https://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-africa/abu-simbel-enormous-temple-great-ramesses-ii-was-buried-3000-years-008528



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Simbel#/media/File:Templo_de_Rams%C3%A9s_II,_Abu_Simbel,_Egipto,_2022-04-02,_DD_26-28_HDR.jpg
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Simbel#/media/File:2N9A6519-Pano.jpg
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Simbel#/media/File:Nefertari_Temple_Abu_Simbel_May_30_2007.jpg



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deir_el-Bahari

Large Knceling Statue of Hatsl'\cpsut

ca. 1479-1458 B, (Granite, [ 1. 261.5 cm,
the ME T, NY, USA

Ostracon from the dUmP below Scncnmut’s
Tomb ChaPcl thought to clcpict his Pro{:ilc, c.

1479 —1458 BC, Limestone, H 22.5 cm, the
MMET, NY, USA

Scncnmut nd Hatsl’:cpsut ina Privtc moment?

\Wall graﬁtti, Deir el Bahri, E_gypt



https://www.flickr.com/photos/peterjr1961/3788151026
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Artist%27s_Gridded_Sketch_of_Senenmut_MET_36.3.252_EGDP013666.jpg
https://www.thenotsoinnocentsabroad.com/blog/were-hatshepsut-and-senenmut-lovers

The Mortuarg Templc of Hats['ucpsut (18th Dynastg, r. 1507-1458 B()
at Deir el~Bal1ri

Heamaabasmmn |
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Punt




Remains of the Tcmplc of Mcntuhotcp ” (} j th Dgnastg, r. 2060-2009 BC and
Hatsepsut (18th Dynastg, r. 1507-1458 B() at Deir cLBahri, T hebes, Eggpt



https://landioustravel.com/it/complesso-deir-bahari/
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/87/Hatshepsut_Temple_R05.jpg
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https://the-ancient-pharaohs.blogspot.com/2016/09/hatshepsuts-expeditions-to-land-of-punt.html
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